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YEAR 9 - STUDENT INFORMATION
All Year 9 students will take the following compulsory subjects:

- English 
- Mathematics
- Health and Physical Education
- Science 
- Social Studies 
- Financial Literacy (two terms)

All students must also select three option subjects. 

The Year 8 course will have introduced students to the range of subjects available in Year 9. We recommend that students choose subjects that they are interested in, 
that they enjoy and for which they have some aptitude. 

- Select a total of three options from the subjects listed below;
- Each course runs for two terms;
- Year 9 students must select a subject from each of the lists below ie. one Arts, one Technology and one Languages;
- All students must take Financial Literacy in Year 9.

Each half year course will be comprised of:

- 20 credits for Knowledge and Skills (10 per term)
- 20 credits for Self Management (10 per term)

Group A – Arts Group B – Technology Group C – Languages
Dance Digital Technologies Chinese
Drama Food Technology Japanese
Music Product Development Spanish
Visual Art Textile Technology Te Reo Māori



YEAR 9  |  LEARNING AREAS

ENGLISH MATHEMATICS HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES BUSINESS PERFORMING ARTS VISUAL ARTS

TECHNOLOGY LANGUAGES SPORTS ACADEMY



PATHWAY MAP - BUSINESS & ENGLISH
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

BUSINESS

Financial Literacy Business Accounting Accounting Accounting Accounting

Business Enterprise Business Studies Business Studies

Economics Economics Economics

ENGLISH

English English English Academic English Academic English External

English External English Visual English Scholarship

English Integrated English Reading and 
Writing

English Internal

English Literacy Pathways -
Communicate 4 Life

Media Studies Media Studies Media Studies

Pathways - 
Short Film Production

Media Studies Scholarship

#
#
#
#
#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Health & Physical 
Education

Health & Physical 
Education

Health Health Health

Physical Education Physical Education Physical Education

Sports Academy Sports Academy Outdoor Education Outdoor Education

Sports Leadership Community Sports 
Leadership

Recreation Recreation

Pathways - 
Event Management

Pathways -
Sports Leadership

#
#


PATHWAY MAP - HUMANITIES
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

HUMANITIES

Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies

Geography Geography Geography Geography

Geography Scholarship

History History History History

History Scholarship

New Zealand Experience New Zealand Experience New Zealand Experience

Classical Studies Classical Studies

Classical Studies 
Scholarship

Pathways - Tourism

#
#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - LANGUAGES
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

LANGUAGES

Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese Japanese

Spanish Spanish Spanish Spanish Spanish

Te Reo Māori Te Reo Māori Te Reo Māori Te Reo Māori Te Reo Māori

Chinese Chinese

ESOL Elementary A ESOL Elementary A ESOL Elementary A ESOL Elementary A ESOL Elementary A

ESOL Elementary B ESOL Elementary B ESOL Elementary B ESOL Elementary B ESOL Elementary B

ESOL Intermediate A ESOL Intermediate A ESOL Intermediate A ESOL Intermediate A ESOL Intermediate A

ESOL Intermediate B ESOL Intermediate B ESOL Intermediate B

ESOL Advanced ESOL Advanced

IELTS International English 
Language Testing System

IELTS International English 
Language Testing System

IELTS International English 
Language Testing System

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - MATHEMATICS
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics External Mathematics with Calculus Mathematics with Calculus

Mathematics with Calculus 
Scholarship

Mathematics with Statistics Mathematics with Statistics

Mathematics with Statistics
Scholarship

Mathematics Internal Mathematics Internal Mathematics Internal

Mathematics Applied Mathematics Applied Mathematics Applied

Pathways - Maths 4 Life

#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - PERFORMING ARTS
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

PERFORMING ARTS

Dance Dance Dance Dance Dance

Drama Drama Drama Drama Drama

Music Music Music Music Music

Music Technology Music Technology

Performance Technology 
Credits

Performance Technology 
Credits

Performance Technology 
Credits

#
#
#
#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - SCIENCE
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

SCIENCE

Science Science Science Biology Biology

Bioscience Science Extension Biology Scholarship

Chemistry Chemistry

Physical Science Chemistry Scholarship

Physics Physics

Physics Scholarship

Science Alternative Earth and Space Science Earth and Space Science

Pathways - Electrics 4 Life

Pathways - Land Design

#
#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - TECHNOLOGY
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

TECHNOLOGY

Digital Technologies Digital Technologies Digital Technologies Digital Technologies Digital Technologies

Food Technology Food Technology Food Food Technology Food Technology

Hospitality Hospitality

Product Development Product Development Product Development Product Development Product Development

Textile Technology Textile Technology Textile Technology Textile Technology Textile Technology

Creative Pattern Making

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Design & Visual 
Communication

Carpentry Carpentry Carpentry

Engineering Engineering Engineering

Workshop Apprentice Skills Senior Workshop Senior Workshop

Pathways - Promoting 
Yourself Online

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


PATHWAY MAP - VISUAL ART & ADDITIONAL COURSES
YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11 YEAR 12 YEAR 13

VISUAL ART

Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Art Design Art Design

Art Painting Art Painting

Art Photography Art Photography

Art Extension

ADDITIONAL COURSES

Pathways - Work Ready Gateway

Youth Award Scheme Youth Award Scheme

Independent Learning

#
https://ultranet.oc.school.nz/WebSpace/4154/
#


KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 ENGLISH 
COMPULSORY SUBJECT

40

9
The English course at Year 9 will enable students to select and reads texts for enjoyment and personal fulfilment; recognise and understand the 
connections between oral, written, and visual language; integrate sources of information and prior knowledge confidently to make sense of 
increasingly varied and complex texts and select and use appropriate processing and comprehension strategies with increasing understanding and 
confidence.  We also encourage students to monitor, self-evaluate, describes progress, and articulate learning with confidence.

40

None.

* Please note that all selected extension students are expected to sit the ICAS English competition - see costs.

$9.50*NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 MATHEMATICS
COMPULSORY SUBJECT

40

9
Mathematical concepts of Number and Algebra, Statistics, Patterns and Graphs and Geometric Reasoning are studied at level 4/5 of the New Zealand 
Curriculum.

40

None.

$30NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 MATHEMATICS EXTENSION

40

Mathematical concepts of Number and Algebra, Statistics, Patterns and Graphs and Geometric Reasoning are studied at level 4/5 of the New Zealand 
Curriculum.

All students enter two Mathematical Competitions.

9

40

Entry by HOD selection.

$37NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
COMPULSORY SUBJECT

40

9
During the Health component of this course students will study the following four themes: Term 1 - Me, Myself and I; Term 2 - Looking after Myself; 
Term 3 - The Resilient Me; Term 4 - NZ Health - What’s Happening Out There?

In Physical Education students will learn ’In, through and about movement’ within the following four themes: It’s More Than Just a Game… 
Everyone’s a Winner; Challenge of Activity; Sport Unloaded; and Kiwiana.

40

None.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 SCIENCE
COMPULSORY SUBJECT

40

9
Science is a way of investigating, understanding, and explaining our natural, physical world and the wider universe. It involves generating and 
testing ideas, gathering evidence – including by making observations, carrying out investigations and modeling, and communicating and debating 
with others.  This year we will be focusing on: Nature of Science, Living Things, Matter, Energy, Chemical and Physical Change, Astronomy, Ecology 
and Forensics.

40

None.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 SOCIAL STUDIES
COMPULSORY SUBJECT

40

9
Social Studies is about how people interact with each other and the impact this has on our wider society.  We cover the following topics:
• Explorers and conquerors - Mary Kingsley, Genghis Khan and space exploration. 
• Taonga Aotearoa - The Significance of the Treaty of Waitangi and taonga special to individuals and the country.
• Ballots and bullets - Examining different government systems, covering New Zealand and Nazi Germany.
• Multi Cultural societies - How different cultures are treated within any society.

40

None.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 FINANCIAL LITERACY
COMPULSORY SUBJECT

20

9
Financial Literacy can be defined as the ability to make informed judgments and to make effective decisions regarding the use and management of 
money throughout your life. In this half year course you will gain an understanding of personal goal setting, budgets, savings and philanthropy. In 
groups you will get the opportunity to plan and present a project for a local community organisation.

20

None.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 DANCE

20

9
During this half year course you will develop understanding of dance elements and choreographic processes as well as basic dance styles and 
techniques.

20

None.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 DRAMA

20

9
This half year course guides the students through elementary drama studies. Students develop basic acting techniques and become familiar with a 
variety of forms. 

20

None.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 MUSIC

20

9
In this half year course, students will perform on an instrument/voice; compose their own music; research New Zealand musicians and learn about 
music theory.

20

None.

$5NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 VISUAL ART

20

9
This is a half year course. It deals with the investigation and development of Visual Art skills and media. The students will look at a wide range of 
sources of inspiration from artist models to cultural images and popular culture. Media include drawing with pencil, pen and coloured pencil. Acrylic 
paint skills, clay sculpture and basic printing method.

20

None.

(Costs include an art kit of individual items, plus items that will be shared in the class in order to keep costs down. These shared items will be 
available over the year as required).

$70NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

20

9
In the first half of the course (the first term), you will use websites and apps to learn, at your own speed and in your own style; how code makes 
apps, games, websites, robots and drones solve problems for customers.  The second half, we encourage students to team up and look at how 
management teamwork when producing digital products can create new challenges for self-management and working with others.

20

Any Laptop is recommended, but iPad is ok.

NILNIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 FOOD TECHNOLOGY

20

9
This half year course involves both practical (1 per week) and theory sessions.  You will cover Health and Safety in the Food room, then design and 
develop a healthy smoothie as an alternative to a sugary drink and design and develop a healthy pizza with a homemade base.

20

None.

$9000



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

20

9
This half year course is a team-based product design and development course challenging you with both project management and problem solving.  
The course is based around a wooden toy theme.  You work closely with a local kindergarten and get a chance to work with real clients.  You will 
gain experience with hand tools and workshop machinery.

20

A flawless safety record in Year 8.

$70NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY

20

9
In the Sustainable Tees unit of this half year course, you will research, design and develop T shirts with  unique applied designs.  You will develop 
skills in fashion drawing, pattern adaptation, construction, applique, dyeing and printing.  You have the opportunity to work in groups to discuss 
ideas, create mock ups, make decisions and develop a brand identity. 

20

None.

Fabric for final T shirts will be provided. 
You will need to bring  an old T shirt for recycling into the mock up.

$35NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 CHINESE

20

9
Nǐ hǎo! This is a new half year course starting this year.  In this course, students will develop the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and 
speaking.  You will begin learning to use pinyin to speak and symbols to write.  Topics covered in this course include: self-introduction, my school 
and daily life.  You will have the opportunity to be involved in the cultural activities such as china knots, chopstick fun, ink art, calligraphy and paper 
cutting.

20

None.

$20NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 JAPANESE

20

9
In this half year course, students will develop the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking and will begin learning to read and 
write Japanese script (Hiragana).  Topics covered in this course include: self introduction, school life and my day.  Students will have the 
opportunity to be involved in the cultural activities such as sushi making and origami.

20

None.

$20NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 SPANISH

20

9
¡Hola y bienvenidos al mundo español! This half year course builds on language learnt in Years 7 & 8, and fosters the use of online sites for 
independent language learning.  Students learn to communicate about their school, family, friends and animals in Spanish while exploring aspects 
of Hispanic culture.  During their course students create Spanish calendars, animal documentaries, a Mexican handicraft, and a personal 
introduction to share with Spanish speaking students. 

20

None.

$28NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 TE REO MĀORI

20

9
This is an introductory half year course where students will develop the vocabulary and sentence structures learnt in Year 7 and 8.  Students will 
learn greetings, numbers 1-1000, basic verbs, karakia, months and the days of the week.  We will begin learning to speak and write using full 
sentences.  Units will cover the following topics – Powhiri, Mihimihi, Kai, Whanau, the migration of Māori to New Zealand and students will prepare 
and deliver a short conversation with a classmate.

20

None.

$20NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 ESOL ELEMENTARY A

20

9
Students do a range of activities which help them to communicate in English.  As well as developing reading, writing, listening and speaking skills, 
the course gives students a foundation in basic grammar.  The texts and activities in this class are different from those in Elementary B.

20

This is a reception class. Students need to be prepared to receive instruction in English.

$55NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 ESOL ELEMENTARY B

20

9
Students do a range of activities which help them to communicate in English.  As well as developing reading, writing, listening and speaking skills, 
the course gives students a foundation in basic grammar.  The texts and activities in this class are different from those in Elementary A.

20

This is a reception class. Students need to be able to receive instruction in English.

$25NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 ESOL INTERMEDIATE A

20

9
In this class students consolidate and develop their English reading, writing, listening and speaking skills.  There is a strong emphasis on personal 
writing with the opportunity to hone grammatical skills.  The course also includes some intermediate TOEFL and TOEIC activities.

20

Students need to demonstrate that they are working at Intermediate level (Oxford placement or equivalent).

$55NIL0



KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS CREDITS SELF MANAGEMENT CREDITS

Prerequisites

COSTSTRIP COSTSEOTC DAYS

Y9 SPORTS ACADEMY

40

9
This full year course is designed to give knowledge and practical training to those students who are high achievers in their sport. Students will 
undertake a variety of activities that will assist them to improve in their own sport and personal fitness.

40

This course is by application to the Sports Academy Coordinator.  An open day is held for students to come along to undertake fitness assessments 
to measure their physical and mental capabilities.

NILNIL0


